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New Drag Shield Takes the Heat
Now there’s another remarkable advance
for our revolutionary PT-32EH plasma torch. 4
Our new Heavy Duty Drag Heat Shield is
ideal for production cutting, piercing on heavy
materials and other applications that generate a
great deal of molten metal. This Heavy Duty Heat

Shield has a stainless steel foot that is
50% thicker than the standard shield, which provides long life for
production environments and heavy piercing applications. It
maintains a constant standoff while the torch is dragged on
the workpiece. Ideal for industrial applications (operators
don’t need fine tuned skills), the new Heavy Duty Heat
Shield also withstands “abuse.”

Court Says Electrode Design Is ESAB’s

The U.S. District Court of New Hampshire recently
upheld ESAB’s patent rights for silver long-life electrodes.
This ruling stems from our claim that products made by
Centricut (a subsidiary of Hypertherm) infringed on
proprietary ESAB technology used in the production of
UltraLife™ and other electrodes for oxygen plasma cutting. The

settlement included $2.2 million awarded for damages suffered through the sale of
Centricut’s electrodes.

At ESAB, we have always been - -
pioneers in the field of plasma cutting, with —\,\—hfa_\_\ dime

Welcoming Our New CEO
We are extremely pleased to welcome
Thomas A. (Andy) Blanchard as
President
and CEO of
ESAB. Mr.
Blanchard
joins us from
the ESAB
subsidiary
AlcoTec Wire
Corp., where he served as President
for four years and Vice President of
Sales & Marketing for two. Prior to
joining AlcoTec, Blanchard spent
11 years in various engineering and
top management positions with the
Michelin Tire Corporation. He also
served as a Captain in the U.S. Army
with the Nuclear/Biological/Chemical
Corps. With his proven track record of
success, we believe he will play a vital
role in our continued growth.

Andy Blanchard received his
BS degree in Engineering from the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point.
He also holds an MS in Systems
Management from the University
of Southern California and an MBA
from Michigan State University.
Mr. Blanchard is based in Hanover,
Pennsylvania. He is married and has
three children.

What's the Deal
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new developments continuously introduced

to improve the performance, efficiency and Performance Racing

cost-effectiveness of plasma cutting. The Industry (pm) Show
patented design of our long-life electrodes Indianapolis, IN; December 4-6, 2003
was another step to help operators achieve
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excellent results while cutting costs.
Anaheim, CA; January 24-28, 2004

FREE Long-Life
Electrode &

Customers can
still get one of
ESAB’s patented UltraLife™ electrodes
for free. To check out the remarkable
long-lasting performance of these
electrodes for mechanized oxygen
plasma cutting, customers should
contact ESAB at 843-664-5553.
Electrodes are available for ESAB PT-
15XL, PT-19XLS or PT-600 Plasmarc™
torches. For more details, check out
www.esabna.com.
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Our Vision
Andy Blanchard
President & CEO, ESAB North America

I am extremely proud and excited to have
the opportunity to lead this great company
into the future. ESAB has so much to offer.
Our product quality is second to none. We
offer technologies no other company can
provide. We’re fortunate to have some

of the broadest product lines, strongest
brands and most experienced employees

in the industry. With unparalleled technical
service and support, we deliver real
solutions. We’ve challenged every member
of our staff to share the enthusiasm for a
company that has so much potential—and
step up to the plate when it comes to
ensuring the superior customer satisfaction
that will put us at the top.

We know that our industry is highly
competitive. To be successful, we must
capitalize on our strengths. I believe that
with our company-wide commitment to
excellence, we can make ESAB the first
choice of both distributors and end-users
because we offer:

* Top quality, reliability and

product performance that
provides the ideal solution for
any application

* On-time deliveries

* Knowledgeable, responsive
service
* Technical assistance and
training that provide real value
* Products that enhance operators’
productivity and profits
Together with our employees, I look
forward to new growth and achievements
for ESAB, and, I welcome your ideas on
how we can better serve our customers.
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You can contact Andy Blanchard c/o the Hanover,
Pa., address or ablanchard@esab.com.

ESAB Quality Measures Up for Eyeball
In the feature story (see cover), you read about Paul Pono’s company, Eyeball

Engineering, and his work on St. John. Following are some of the reasons Pono
and his crew rely on ESAB equipment.

Only True Multi-Process Machine
Several years ago, Pono was looking for a
machine with the capacity for MIG, Stick and
spool-gun aluminum welding. Based on his
Maine distributor’s advice, he bought one of the
first ESAB MultiMaster® 260’s. He now has
four. “It’s the first true multi-process machine

I have found. It can do everything well,” says
Pono. He and his Eyeball crew have also found
that the MultiMaster® 260 can take their “abuse.”
On a typical day, they may be welding a bronze
railing on one end of the island, then have to throw the machine on a truck, cross the
island and weld aluminum. “Now that ESAB has upgraded the 260 and added pulse
capability, it’s even simpler to use. And it never breaks down,” Pono claims.

Carries Like a Lunchbox. Welds Like a Dream.

After seeing ESAB’s MiniArc 150 APS TIG/Stick welders in “action” at the AWS
show last April, Pono bought two. They turned out to be the ideal solution for a large
church project Eyeball was working on. Pono and his crew used the MiniArc 150

to weld almost the entire roof of the church. “It was a complicated structure, with
crisscrossing beams,” says Pono, “and we carried the 18-pound MiniArc around on
the roof like a lunchbox.” He
adds, “Wherever we needed
to weld, we would strap the
MiniArc down with a bungee
cord, and it welded half-inch
steel beams like nothing.”

Plasmarc” Cutters Rate High
Pono also has several

ESAB Plasmarc™ machines,
including a PowerCut® 1250
and PowerCut® 1500. “The
ESAB cutters live up to

their rated capacity,” he claims, which is crucial for the diverse and high performance
work done by Eyeball Engineering. And, Pono claims, the ESAB machines go through
fewer nozzles—a definite advantage in a place without a ready supply of consumables.
The PowerCut’s rugged case is another plus, given Eyeball’s “work-anywhere”
responsibilities. “And these machines come with wheels and torch wraps, so we don’t
have to worry about hoses getting tangled,” Pono adds.

Success Stories continued on back >>

1-800-ESAB-123 » www.esabna.com




ESAB is “In

ESAB
equipment
now has another
Discovery Channel
home, and it’s a
“monster.” Like
the crews on
Monster Garage,
host Steve Watson and the handymen
extraordinaire on Monster House—the latest
Discovery
Channel hit
series—use
ESAB
equipment
when they
need to weld

The Ultimate

Durability Test

What’s that the arrow’s pointing
to? It’s an ESAB PCM-500i
Plasmarc™ cutter. And it’s still
standing after the severe tornado
that ripped through Columbus,
Mississippi, last year. John Gasque,
Vice President of Young Welding,
recently shared this story. The
tornado demolished the Young
Welding building and caused about

$50,000 in damage and lost inventory. Fortunately, it happened after

the House”

“Old West” ranch or

or cut. Way more
than redecorating,
Monster House
involves a total
transformation of
someone’s house
into a home with
a theme—Ilike a
medieval castle, an

a Las Vegas casino.
With the
unique fixtures and
installations used
in the “monster”
houses, welding and cutting equipment joins
the buzz saws, hammers and other traditional

tools of the renovation trade. ESAB has

provided Discovery Channel with a variety
of equipment, including OXWELD" Trade
Master gas outfits, MultiMaster” 260 Pulse
multi-process machines, Heliarc® 161 and
Heliarc® 352 TIG/Stick welders, Allstate”
275 electrodes, plus PowerCut*-650 and
PowerCut*-1500 plasma cutters. With this
diverse selection, crews can perform virtually
any welding/cutting process, as well as light to
heavy duty tasks.

At the end of each show, Monster
House crew members are rewarded with
a tool prize package. Part of this package
includes a choice of ESAB’s Handy Plasma
125 cutter, MiniArc 150 APS TIG/Stick
welder or an OXWELD" Trademaster DLX
gas welding and cutting outfit.

To catch ESAB equipment “as seen on
TV,” tune in to Monster House and Monster

9:00 pm, so nobody was in the building. As for the ESAB PCM, not only did it fare
better than the concrete foundation, when the folks at Young Welding cranked it up,
it still worked! Of course, we designed all machines in our Plasmarc™ cutting line
for rugged durability. But an F3 category tornado (with winds of 158-206 mph) was
a true test for the PCM-500i! We are also happy to report that Young Welding never
missed a beat. They were open the next day with temporary offices in storage trailers
across the street. And they are rebuilding.

ESAB Welding and Cutting Products

Garage, shown on the Discovery Channel,
Monday nights at 8:00 and 9:00 pm (ET/
PT) respectively. Check your local listings
for other air times. For more information
on ESAB’s “Monster” connection, visit
www.esabna.com.
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